ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Fish lice is common name for branchiurid ectoparasites of fish from the genus Argulus [11] . Although Argulus fish lice are widely distributed and able to parasitize and thrive off a wide range of host species, argulosis have rarely been found to have severe effects on naturally occurring fish populations [5, 27] . Here the low intensity of infection is typically insufficient to be associated with mortality or extensive tissue damage [10] . This occurs as a result of a com-
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, Šmiga, Ľ. 1 In the time period 2013-2015 a total of 116 Common carps, 40 Pike-perches and 2 Brook trouts were dissected.
The fishes were dissected and examined as a part of routine screening during storage or harvesting, or as a part of a diagnostic procedure on fishes displaying clinical signs of disease. A complete parasitological dissection was performed, and age category, sex, standard length and body weight was noted in the dissection protocol. The Argulus sp. fish lice were collected using forceps, and fixed in 4 % formalin or 70 % ethanol. Parasitological indices, such as prevalence (P; the number of hosts infected with 1 or more individuals of a particular parasite species, divided by the number of hosts examined for that parasite species), intensity of infection (ii; the number of individuals of a particular parasite species in a single infected host) and mean intensity (mi; the average intensity of a particular species of parasite among the infected members of a particular host species), and mean abundance (ma; the total number of individuals of a particular parasite species in a sample of a particular host species divided by the total number of hosts of that species examined) [1] , were evaluated.
Examination of specimens was carried out using a stereomicroscope. Species determination was performed as described by previous authors [2, 22] . Morphometric mesurements were taken on the fixed specimens.
RESULTS

Species determination of Argulus sp.
The investigated specimens of Argulus sp. were identi- (Table 1) . P -prevalence; ii -intensity of infection mi -mean intensity; ma -mean abundance Table 2 ).
The prevalence in Pike-perch was very high, ranging from 80 % to 100 % in the sampled localities ( [4, 8, 20 ].
Morphologically the two species A. foliaceus and A. japonicus are very similar [19, 22] , and it may be impossible to determine the species of certain specimens [22] . Fish lice from Zemplínska Šírava had several characteristics consis-tent with A. japonicus, however these traits are subject to variation [3] . Measurements of morphometric characteristics were found to be in range with findings of other au- [3, 7] . A. foliaceus been found to infect other salmonid fish species [3, 12] .
A. foliaceus from Brook trout was found to be signifi- other studies, where Argulus populations typically reach peak abundance during summer and autumn [6, 17] .
The prevalence of infection in Pike-perch was very high, ranging from 80 % to 100 % in the sampled localities.
Samples were collected in the summer and autumn, the period in which peak abundance is expected [6, 17] . [24] .
The prevalence of infection in Brook trout was very high, samples were collected in the summer and autumn, the period in which peak abundance is expected [7, 26] . 
CONCLUSION
